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For Immediate Release:

G20 Recognizes the Economic Benefit of the Travel
& Tourism
June 28, 2012 - Ottawa – The Hotel Association of Canada (HAC) applauds G20 leaders for
recognizing the vital role tourism plays in economies throughout the world.
For the first time, travel was included in The Leaders Declaration, a document issued at the conclusion
of the G20 summit. The Leaders Declaration specifically states in Item 25 under Employment and Social
Protection that, “We recognize the role of travel and tourism as a vehicle for job creation, economic
growth and development, and, while recognizing the sovereign right of States to control the entry of
foreign nationals, we will work towards developing travel facilitation initiatives in support of job
creation, quality work, poverty reduction and global growth.”
“This comes at a pivotal time in Canada with the Canadian Tourism Commission facing critical cuts in
their budget”, said Tony Pollard HAC President. “The Canadian tourism industry supports 1.6 million
jobs and has an economic impact of $74 billion. Policies that support travel in Canada support even
further economic growth.”
The G20 announcement builds on the Government’s Federal Tourism Strategy released in October 2011.
The national strategy was created to help position Canada’s tourism sector for long-term growth and
global competitiveness and sets out some 30 initial measures in four priority areas; increasing awareness
of Canada as a premier tourist destination, facilitating access and travel to Canada, encouraging
development of tourism experiences and fostering an adequate supply of skills and labour.
About the Hotel Association of Canada
The Hotel Association of Canada is the national voice and resource for the Hotel and Lodging Industry
in Canada. For nearly 100 years, it has worked to enhance the prosperity of the Canadian Hotel and
Lodging Industry through strong member engagements, effective government advocacy, and the
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provision of value added programs and services. The Hotel Association represents more than 8,400
hotels, motels and resorts that encompass the $16 billion Canadian hotel industry which employs
284,000 people across Canada. www.hotelassociation.ca.
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