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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Canadian Lodging Industry Takes Environment to Heart
April 20, 2007, Ottawa—In celebration of Earth Day the Hotel Association of Canada (HAC) congratulates all those Canadian lodging properties that have undertaken efforts to reduce the environmental impact of their operations.  These properties are emerging as true industry leaders at a time when the environment is one of the top concerns on the minds of Canadians.
A national survey conducted last year indicates that six out of ten Canadians are looking for environmentally friendly hotels as an important part of their travel plans.  The HAC has been a long-time advocate of eco-friendly practices within hotels.  Introduced almost 10 years ago, the HAC offers an environmental program for hotels that has been evolving and growing to meet the increasing demand for environmental accountability in our industry.  

The HAC Green Key Eco-Rating Program is a graduated rating system designed to recognize hotels, motels and resorts that are committed to improving their environmental performance.  Based on the results of a comprehensive environmental audit, hoteliers are awarded a one to five Green Key rating.  Designed by hoteliers for hoteliers, the belief behind the program is simple; environmental leadership and responsibility makes business sense.

To date, there are 500 lodging properties participating in the HAC’s Green Key Eco-Rating Program; this is more than double the number of participants from last year. 

“The numbers show that the greening of hotels across Canada is becoming more significant than ever,” said Tony Pollard, HAC President, “and demonstrates why Canadian travellers should make Green hotels their preferred choice in accommodations.”
The HAC Green Key Eco-Rating Program continues to evolve as we engage in partnerships with various environmental organizations, government agencies and lodging associations to ensure the Canadian Lodging industry becomes a leader in environment stewardship. Visit www.hacgreenhotels.com for more information.

The Hotel Association of Canada is the national organization representing the lodging industry in Canada. Our membership encompasses the provincial and territorial hotel associations, the corporate hotel chains, independent hotels, motels and resorts and the many suppliers to the hotel industry.  Our objective is to assist both our national and international members as they endeavor to enhance their competitiveness and achieve their bottom line.
- 30 -
130 Albert Street, Suite 1206   Ottawa, ON   K1P 5G4   Tel: (613) 237-7149   Fax: (613) 237-8928   www.hotelassociation.ca


